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1442. Mr G

(1)

(2)

REPLY:

(1)

(2)(a)

(2)(b)

R Morgan (DA) to ask the Minister of Water and Environmentai Affairs:

Whether a directive has been issued against the Grootvlei mine since her reply to
question 872 on 5 May 2010; if not, why not; if so, what are the relevant details;

(a) what were the relevant results of the water samples that were taken and (b) how do

these results compare with the acceptable limits of discharge for water from mining
operations? NW1B93E
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Yes, subsequent to the site inspections conducted by my Uepaitiment Guning
March 2010 as well as the taking of water samples, a pre-direclive was issued on 14
April 2010 followed by a directive on 28 April 2010 instructing the mine to take
measures to treat the underground mine water. As there has been no response from
the mine, my Department is currently in the process of instituting legal action.

The results of the water samples that were taken indicate that the quality of the water

being discharged by the mine is not in compliance with the conditions stipulated in the
water use license.

The results of the water samples were compared with the conditions stipulated in the
said water use license. The main concern was the non-compliance of lron and
Manganese which exceeded the maximum levels indicated in the license.
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